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 Career development – personal growth, 
improve understanding of literature.  

 International recognition - high quality of 
Iranian medical & scientific research 

 Unique population and culture – youth, 
women’s issues, sanctions   

 Rapid change in indicators – obesity, 
economy, mortality, drugs and accidents  

 Health system – coverage, challenges, drugs

 scientific advances





 Read widely – internet, scientific journals, 
documentaries (don’t confine to own 
specialist field) 

 Correct your English errors – many occur 
repeatedly 

 Start writing – practice will improve your 
skills 

 Resources – consult a wide range of English 
sources, internet and people  



 English was originally a Germanic language, 
related to Dutch and German, and it shares 
much of its grammar and basic vocabulary. 

 After the Norman Conquest in 1066 it was 
hugely influenced by Norman French, 
language of the ruling class, and by Latin, the 
language of scholarship and of the Church. 

 English is also very ready to accommodate 
foreign words, it has absorbed vocabulary 
from a large number of other sources.

http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/grammar
http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/vocabulary


 The words check, chess, and shah are all related. 
The Persian word shah was also a term used in 
chess, a game played in Persia long before it was 
introduced to Europe. The Persian word in this 
sense, after passing through Arabic, probably 
Old Spanish, and then Old French, came into 
Middle English as chek about seven hundred 
years ago. Through a complex development 
having to do with senses that evolved from the 
notion of checking the king, check came to mean 
something used to ensure accuracy or 
authenticity. 



 The correct use of articles is the most 
difficult English grammar point for 
non-native writers to grasp. 

 Number used in editing articles. 
 Your text will be understandable, but 
greater clarity is achieved when they 
are used correctly. 

 Take careful note of native English 
writers usage 

 Consult good grammar materials 



 Problem is availability of clean water in local 
area.

 The problem is the availability of clean water 
in the local area.

 We don’t know effects of such chemicals on 
environment.

 We don’t know the effects of such chemicals 
on the environment.



 Prepositions are the second most difficult 
English grammar point. 

 Native speakers learn how to use them in 
childhood.

 Second language learners can learn these by 
careful observation, along with a great deal of 
trial and error.

 A lot of mistakes are caused by transferring 
the concepts of prepositions in your first 
language to English. 



Finished files are the 
result of years of 
scientific study combined 
with the experience of 
years…



 prospective / perspective 
 persons / people
 affect / effect
 expectable / expecting / expected
 Type II diabetes/Type 2 diabetes
 eminent / imminent
 imply / infer /suggest
 raise / rise
 continual / continuous
 adverse / averse



 Scientific writing is usually written in the past 
tense. ‘Don’t switch horses in midstream’.

 Watch the present perfect, it is used when a 
past event is connected to the present.  
‘There has been a great deal of discussion 
over the best way to deal with this problem.’  

 Don’t confuse the past form of a verb with its 
past participle.                                              
wrote - written    rose - risen   



 Put the dependent clauses in the correct 
order, put the most important information 
first.

 Run On – two independent clauses without 
appropriate punctuation or a conjunction. 
Can also use a semi-colon, transitional word 
(however, etc.), or make two sentences.

 Which – gives additional information. The 
sentence would make sense if it was 
removed. That- necessary for understanding.



 Complex scientific information needs to be 
made as easy to read as possible. Logical & 
digestible. 

 Use commas correctly. Break up into 
grammatically correct sections, where you 
would make a slight pause if reading aloud.

 A sentence should capture an idea, a 
paragraph a set of related ideas. Start with 
one that encapsulates what is to follow, 
conclude with one that summarizes.

 Use a range of different sentence lengths.



 Wordiness – using 2 or 3 words when 1 would 
do. Eliminate fillers.

 Meaning – English is very precise, use a 
thesaurus and check the definition in a 
dictionary.

 Repetition – you have plenty to choose from 
don’t repeat yourself. Add colour and clarity.

 Logorrhoea – intentional use of long 
sentences or abstract wording. Don’t be too 
clever.                                                                                                                      



 Read slowly, preferably aloud and to an 
interested listener.

 Cover the rest of the page with a piece of 
white paper, focus on individual sentences.

 Proof for one type of error at a time.

 Use computer check, but don’t omit manual 
scan. Read backwards to focus on details.

 Big picture. Does it answer the original 
question posed, what is missing, what should 
be added or deleted.



 Put time into developing your English 
skills. 

 Proof read your work carefully.

 Get expert editing to polish your 
work.

 Use a thesaurus and dictionary. 

 When your edited article is returned 
take careful note of the changes.



Publish - Your work will make a 
valuable contribution

◦ Personally

◦ Iran

◦ Developing countries 

◦ Wider scientific community 

 To err is human, to repent, divine, to persist, devilish. --
Benjamin Franklin



 www.thefreedictionary.com

 http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/processes/science/

 www.americanscientist.org/issues/feature/the-science-of-
scientific-writing/1

 www.biochem.arizona.edu/marc/Sci-Writing.pdf

 www.docstyles.com/library/ascience.pdf


www.sci.sdsu.edu/.../topics/scientific-writing.pdf

 http://cgi.duke.edu/web/sciwriting/index.php

 www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1559667/
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